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Dear Sir: 

Pertaining to the above-referenced patent application, Applicants enclose 
herewith a Form PTO-1449 to supplement the Information Disclosure Statement filed 23 
October 2001. 

In the Office Action of 9 April 2003, Examiner refused to consider several 
references cited in the Information Disclosure Statement due to incomplete information. 
Accordingly, please find enclosed a Form PTO-1449 providing the year, and month, if known, 
for those references previously unconsidered. 

As noted in the Information Disclosure Statement filed 23 October 2001, a copy 
of each document or other information listed on the enclosed Form 1449 is not provided because 
it was previously cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in parent 
appHcation, U.S. Serial No. 09/180,970 filed on 17 November 1998, and in divisional 
application, U.S. Serial No. 09/416,911, filed 13 October 1999. 
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Consideration of the items listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the 



provisions of M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested that the Examiner retum a copy of the attached Form 
1449, marked as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the undersigned with the 
next official communication. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 

No. 13-2725. 
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